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This  outline  describes  major  sources  of  information 
about  families  from  Oregon.  As  you  read  this 
outline,  study  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  which  will  help  you  understand  terminology 
and  the  contents  and  uses  of  genealogical  records. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILY 
HISTORY  LIBRARY™ 


The  Family  History  Library  has  few  of  the  records 
described  in  this  outline.  The  library’s  major 
holdings  are  census  and  American  Indian  records. 
The  library  has  not  acquired  microfilms  from  the 
county  courthouses  with  the  exception  of  Douglas 
County. 

Some  of  the  sources  described  in  this  outline  list  the 
Family  History  Library’s  book,  microfilm,  and 
microfiche  numbers.  These  are  preceded  by  FHL,  the 
abbreviation  for  Family  History  Library.  These 
numbers  may  be  used  to  locate  materials  in  the 
library  and  to  order  microfilm  and  microfiche  at 
Family  History  Centers  . 

FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 
CATALOG™ 


The  library’s  records  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  found  at  the  library  and  at  each 
Family  History  Center  .  To  find  a  record,  look  in 
the  Locality  Search  of  the  catalog  for: 

•  The  place  where  your  ancestor  lived: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS  RECORDS 
OREGON  -  NATIVE  RACES 
OREGON,  DOUGLAS  -  VITAL  RECORDS 

OREGON,  DOUGLAS,  ROSEBERG  -  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

•  The  record  type  you  want,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS  RECORDS 
OREGON  -  NATIVE  RACES 
OREGON,  DOUGLAS  -  VITAL  RECORDS 
OREGON,  DOUGLAS,  ROSEBURG  -  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

The  section  headings  in  this  outline  match  the  names 
of  record  types  used  in  the  library  catalog. 


ARCHIVES  AND  LIBRARIES 


The  following  archives,  libraries,  and  societies  have 
collections  or  services  helpful  for  genealogical 
research. 

•  Oregon  State  Archives 
800  Summer  St.  N.E. 

Salem,  OR  97310 
Telephone:  503-373-0701 
Fax:  503-373-0953 

•  National  Archives — Pacific  Northwest  Region 

(Seattle) 

6125  Sand  Point  Way,  N.E. 

Seattle,  WA  98115 
Telephone:  206-526-6507 
Fax:  206-526-6545 

•  Oregon  Genealogical  Society 
223  North  A  Street — Suite  F 
Springfield,  Oregon  97477 
Telephone:  541-746-7924 

Mailing  address: 

PO.  Box  10306 
Eugene,  OR  97440-2306 

•  Oregon  Historical  Society  Library 
1200  S.W.  Park  Avenue 
Portland,  OR  97205-2483 
Telephone:  503-306-5240 

Fax:  503-219-2040 

A  helpful  guide  to  the  collection  at  the  Oregon 
Historical  Society  Library  is  Oregon  Historical 
Society  Microfilm  Guide  (Portland,  Ore.:  Oregon 
Historical  Society,  1973;  FHL  book  979.5  A3o). 

•  Genealogical  Forum  of  Oregon,  Inc. 

2130  S.W.  Fifth— Suite  220 
Portland,  OR  97201 
Telephone:  503-227-2398 

•  Oregon  State  Library 
State  Library  Building 
250  Winter  St.  N.E. 

Salem,  OR  97310-0640 
Telephone:  503-378-4243 
Fax:  503-588-7119 
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•  University  of  Oregon 
Knight  Library 
Eugene,  OR  97403-1299 
Telephone:  541-346-1818 
Fax:  541-346-3485 

•  Multnomah  County  Library 
Humanities  Division 

801  S.W.  Tenth  Avenue 
Portland,  OR  97205 
Telephone:  503-248-5234 

A  helpful  guide  to  other  Oregon  records  is 
University  of  Washington  (Seattle)  Library,  The 
Dictionary  Catalog  of  the  Pacific  Northwest 
Collection  of  the  University  of  Washington  (Seattle) 
Libraries,  6  vols.  (Boston:  G.K.  Hall  and  Co.,  1972; 
FHL  book  Q  979.7  A3w). 

To  learn  more  about  the  history  and  record-keeping 
systems  of  Oregon  counties,  study  the  13  inventories 
of  county  archives  published  by  the  Historical 
Records  Survey  around  1940.  Copies  of  these 
inventories  are  at  the  Family  History  Library. 

Computer  Networks  and  Bulletin  Boards 

Computers  with  modems  can  be  useful  tools  for 
obtaining  information  from  selected  archives  and 
libraries.  In  a  way,  computer  networks  themselves 
serve  as  a  library.  The  Internet,  certain  computer 
bulletin  boards,  and  commercial  on-line  services  help 
family  history  researchers: 

•  Locate  other  researchers 

•  Post  queries 

•  Send  and  receive  e-mail 

•  Search  large  databases 

•  Search  computer  libraries 

•  Join  in  computer  chat  and  lecture  sessions 

You  can  find  computerized  research  tips  and 
information  about  ancestors  from  Oregon  in  a  variety 
of  sources  at  local,  state,  national,  and  international 
levels.  The  list  of  sources  is  growing  rapidly.  Most 
of  the  information  is  available  at  no  cost. 

Addresses  on  the  Internet  change  frequently.  As  of 
April  1997,  the  following  sites  are  important 
gateways  linking  you  to  many  more  network  and 
bulletin  board  sites: 

•  USGenWeb 
http://www.usgenweb.com/ 

A  cooperative  effort  by  many  volunteers  to  list 
genealogical  databases,  libraries,  bulletin  boards, 
and  other  resources  available  on  the  Internet  for 
each  county,  state,  and  country. 

•  Roots-L 

http://www.rootsweb.com/roots-l/usa/ 


A  useful  list  of  sites  and  resources.  Includes  a 
large,  regularly  updated  research  coordination 
list. 

•  Genealogy,  Libraries,  and  Historical  Collections  in 
Oregon 

http://www.rootsweb.com/Ngenepool/oregonlib. 

html 

e-mail:  jrgbun@ix.net.com.com. 

For  further  details  about  using  computer  networks, 
bulletin  boards,  and  news  groups  for  family  history 
research,  see  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  2nd  ed.,  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section. 

FamilySearch® 

The  Family  History  Library  and  some  Family 
History  Centers  have  computers  with  FamilySearch®. 
FamilySearch  is  a  collection  of  computer  files 
containing  several  million  names.  FamilySearch  is  a 
good  place  to  begin  your  research.  Some  of  the 
records  come  from  compiled  sources;  some  have 
been  automated  from  original  sources. 

Computers  with  FamilySearch  do  not  have  access  to 
computer  on-line  services,  networks,  or  bulletin 
boards.  However,  those  services  are  available  at 
many  public  libraries,  college  libraries,  and  private 
locations. 

BIBLE  RECORDS 


The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
Collection  contains  some  Oregon  Bible  records.  This 
collection  is  described  in  the  “Genealogy”  section  of 
this  outline  and  is  partially  indexed  by  E.  Kay 
Kirkham,  An  Index  to  Some  of  the  Bibles  and  Family 
Records  of  the  United  States,  vol.  2  (Logan,  Utah: 
Everton  Publishers,  Inc.,  1984;  FHL  book  Ref  973 
D22kk  v.2;  fiche  6089184). 

BIOGRAPHY 


The  best  collections  of  published  biographies  in 
Oregon  are  at  the  Oregon  Historical  Society  Library 
and  the  Oregon  State  University.  The  Family  History 
Library  also  has  an  excellent  collection.  Some 
representative  biographical  encyclopedias  are: 

Gaston,  Joseph.  The  Centennial  History  of  Oregon, 
1811-1912,  4  vols.  Chicago:  S.J.  Clarke  Publishing 
Co.,  1912.  (FHL  book  979.5  H2g;  film  1000359.) 
Volumes  2  and  3  are  biographical. 

Carey,  Charles  Henry.  History  of  Oregon.  3  vols. 
Chicago:  Pioneer  History  Publishing  Co.,  1922. 
(FHL  book  979.5  H2cc;  fiche  6046590.)  Volumes 
2  and  3  are  biographical. 
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Lockley,  Fred.  History  of  the  Columbia  River  Valley 
from  The  Dalles  to  the  Sea.  3  vols.  Chicago:  S.J. 
Clarke  Publishing  Co.,  1928.  (FHL  book  979 
H2Lf;  film  1000362  items  2-4.)  Volumes  2  and  3 
are  biographical. 

Portrait  and  Biographical  Record  of  the  Willamette 
Valley,  Oregon.  Chicago:  Chapman  Publishing 
Co.,  1903.  (FHL  book  979.53  D3p;  film 
1000365.) 

All  of  these  volumes  and  43  additional  collected 
biographies  are  indexed  in  Patricia  Brandt  and 
Nancy  Guilford,  Oregon  Biography  Index  (Corvallis, 
Ore.:  Oregon  State  University,  1976;  FHL  book 
979.5  D3b  index;  film  1321470  item  18). 

CEMETERIES 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
Collection  contains  tombstone  inscriptions  from 
Oregon  cemeteries.  This  collection  is  described  in 
the  “Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline.  Another 
important  collection  is  Oregon  Cemetery  Records,  2 
vols.  (Salt  Lake  City:  Genealogical  Society,  1956-61; 
FHL  book  979.5  V3p;  films  824258-59). 

Oregon  cemeteries  are  listed  in  Oregon  Cemetery 
Survey  (Salem,  Ore.:  Oregon  Department  of 
Transportation,  1978;  FHL  book  979.5  V34o;  film 
1033848  item  4;  fiche  6051231).  This  gives  the 
name,  size,  location,  condition,  and  sexton’s  or 
caretaker’s  address  of  each  cemetery. 

CENSUS 


Federal 

Many  federal  census  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  provides  more  detailed  information 
about  these  records. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  the  U.S.  federal 
censuses  for  the  state  of  Oregon  from  1860  to  1920. 
The  1890  census  has  been  destroyed.  The  1890 
Union  veterans’  schedule  is  available  at  the  Family 
History  Library  (FHL  film  338236)  and  at  the 
National  Archives. 

Statewide  indexes  are  available  for  the  1860,  1870, 
and  1880  censuses  in  book  and  microfiche  format.  A 
soundex  (phonetic)  index  is  also  available  on 
microfilm  for  part  of  the  1880  and  all  of  the  1900 
and  1920  censuses. 

Mortality  schedules  (lists  of  deaths  during  the  census 
year)  exist  for  the  1850,  1860,  1870,  and  1880 
censuses.  The  schedules  for  the  years  1850  to  1880 
are  indexed  in  book  format.  The  schedules  and 


indexes  are  available  at  the  Oregon  State  Library,  the 
Oregon  Historical  Society  Library,  and  the 
University  of  Oregon. 

Territorial  and  State 

The  1850  Federal  census  for  the  Oregon  Territory  is 
available  and  has  been  indexed  by  several  compilers. 
Territorial  and  state  censuses  also  exist  for  a  few 
counties  for  the  years  1842,  1843,  1845,  1849,  1852, 
1853,  1854,  1856,  1857,  1858,  1859,  1865,  1885, 
1895,  and  1905. 

Most  of  the  extant  schedules  from  1842-1859  are 
indexed  (FHL  film  899786)  and  published.  In  most 
of  these  censuses  only  the  heads  of  households  are 
listed.  Copies  of  most  are  available  at  the  Oregon 
State  Archives  and  the  Family  History  Library.  They 
are  listed  in  the  catalog  under  OREGON  - 
[COUNTY]  -  CENSUS. 

CHURCH  RECORDS 


Before  1900  the  largest  religious  groups  in  Oregon 
were  Roman  Catholic,  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Presbyterian,  Baptist,  and  Christian  (Disciples  of 
Christ). 

Some  early  Episcopal  and  Catholic  records  are 
available  at  the  Oregon  State  Library.  Roman 
Catholic  records  for  1838  to  1869  have  been 
published  in  M.  Leona  Nichols,  Mantle  of  Elias,  The 
Story  of  Fathers  Blanchet  and  Demers  in  Early 
Oregon  (Portland:  Binfords  and  Mort,  1941;  FHL 
book  979  V26n;  film  372495).  An  index  is  at  the 
Oregon  State  Archives. 

The  Family  History  Library  collection  includes 
histories  of  some  denominations,  such  as  the  Roman 
Catholics,  Methodists,  Baptists,  and  Quakers.  The 
library  has  few  original  church  records  for  Oregon. 

A  guide  to  help  you  locate  churches  and  their 
records  is  the  Directory  of  Churches  and  Religious 
Organizations,  State  of  Oregon  (Portland:  Historical 
Records  Survey,  1940;  FHL  book  979.5  K24d;  fiche 
6051178). 

Many  denominations  have  collected  their  records 
into  central  repositories.  You  can  write  to  the 
following  addresses: 

Baptist 

American  Baptist — Samuel  Colgate  Historical 
Society 

1106  S.  Goodman  St. 

Rochester,  NY  14620-2532 
Telephone:  716-473-1740 
Fax:  716-473-1740 
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Northrup  Library 
Linfield  College 
900  S.  Baker 

McMinnville,  OR  97128-9989 
Telephone:  503-434-2262 
Fax:  503-434-2566 

Disciples  of  Christ 

Disciples  of  Christ  Historical  Society 
1101  19th  Avenue  South 
Nashville,  TN  37212 
Telephone:  615-327-1444 
Fax:  615-327-1445 

Methodist 

United  Methodist  Archives  Center 
Drew  University  Library 
36  Madison  Ave. 

Madison,  NJ  07940 
Telephone:  973-408-3189 
Fax:  973-408-3909 

Mailing  address'. 

P.O.  Box  127 
Madison,  NJ  07940 

Presbyterian 

Presbyterian  Historical  Society 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 

425  Lombard  St. 

Philadelphia,  PA  19147-1516 
Telephone:  215-627-1852 
Fax:  215-627-0509 

To  locate  Presbyterian  records,  see  Inventory  of 
Church  Archives  of  Oregon  Presbyterian  Churches 
1968  Arrangement  with  Indexes  (N.p.:  Historical 
Records  Survey,  WPA,  1968;  FHL  film  899323). 

Roman  Catholic 

Archdiocese  of  Portland  in  Oregon 
Chancery  Office 
2838  E.  Burnside  St. 

Portland,  OR  97214-1895 
Telephone:  503-234-5334 
Fax:  503-234-2545 

Mailing  address : 

P.O.  Box  351 
Portland,  OR  97214-1895 

COURT  RECORDS 


Major  courts  that  have  kept  records  of  genealogical 
value  are  the  following: 


Circuit  courts  have  countywide  jurisdiction  over 
criminal  cases,  probate  matters,  guardianships,  and 
domestic  relations. 

County  courts  have  countywide  jurisdiction  in 
juvenile  cases,  civil  matters  under  $500,  and  probate 
matters.  The  Family  History  Library  has  a  few 
county  court  records. 

District  courts  have  countywide  jurisdiction  over 
minor  civil  and  criminal  matters. 

Justice  courts  have  concurrent  countywide 
jurisdiction  with  circuit  courts  over  minor  civil  and 
criminal  cases. 

Supreme  Court  has  the  final  appellate  jurisdiction 
for  the  state. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  copies  of  a  few 
court  records,  including  Douglas  County  court 
records  (1852-63)  and  coroner’s  inquest  records 
(1896-1946).  You  can  obtain  copies  of  court  records 
at  the  various  county  courthouses.  The  Oregon  State 
Archives  has  files  for  Clackamas,  Lane,  Marion,  and 
Wasco  counties. 

DIRECTORIES 


Directories  of  heads  of  households  have  been 
published  for  major  cities  in  Oregon.  For  example, 
the  Family  History  Library  has  Portland  directories 
for: 

•  1863-1935  . FHL  films  1377327- 

•  1923,  1941,  etc.  .  .  .  FHL  book  979.549/P  1  E4p 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION 

Immigrants 

In  the  early  1800s,  traders  and  trappers  came  into  the 
area  from  Canada,  Russia,  Latin  America,  and  the 
United  States.  In  1811,  John  Jacob  Astor,  an 
American,  established  the  first  white  settlement  in 
Oregon.  In  the  1830s  and  1840s,  other  settlements 
were  created  in  the  Willamette  River  valley.  These 
settlers  generally  came  from  midwestem  and  eastern 
states,  Canada,  and  Russia.  In  1843,  a  provisional 
government  was  set  up  by  American  settlers.  In  the 
same  year,  over  900  more  Americans  arrived,  mostly 
from  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Iowa. 

The  Oregon  Donation  Act  of  1 850  guaranteed  free 
land  to  those  who  settled  and  cultivated  the  land 
before  1855.  New  settlers  surged  into  the  Oregon 
Territory,  primarily  from  the  Mississippi  River 
valley,  the  Midwest,  and  the  South.  Foreign-bom 
immigrants  came  mainly  from  Canada,  Germany, 
Scandinavia,  England,  and  Russia. 
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In  1 860,  gold  discoveries  in  Idaho  made  Portland  an 
important  trade  depot.  The  completion  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  in  1883  brought  many  new 
settlers  into  Oregon.  This  was  Oregon’s  first 
transcontinental  rail  connection.  Later  immigrants 
came  from  China,  Japan,  the  Philippines,  and  Latin 
America. 

A  helpful  source  on  overland  migration  is  William 
Adrian  Bowen,  The  Willamette  Valley:  Migration 
and  Settlement  on  the  Oregon  Frontier  (Seattle: 
University  of  Washington  Press,  1978;  FHL  book 
979.53  X4b;  fiche  6101360). 

Records 

There  are  no  known  lists  of  passengers  arriving  in 
Oregon  ports  (such  as  Astoria,  Portland,  and 
Tillamook).  However,  records  of  ethnic  groups  and 
shipping  enterprises  are  available  at  the  Oregon 
Historical  Society  Library. 

Records  of  minorities,  such  as  the  Basques,  Quakers, 
Swedes,  and  Chinese,  are  listed  in  the  catalog  under 
OREGON  -  MINORITIES.  For  records  of  American 
Indians,  see  the  section  “Native  Races”  in  this 
outline.  Some  of  these  tribes  are  the  Cayuse, 
Klamath,  Modoc,  Nez  Perce,  Paiute,  Tillamook,  and 
Umatilla. 

GAZETTEERS 


Several  helpful  gazetteers  of  Oregon  have  been 
published.  Two  of  the  most  helpful  are: 

McArthur,  Lewis  A.  Oregon  Geographic  Names.  6th 
ed.  Portland:  Oregon  Historical  Society,  1992. 
(FHL  book  979.5  E2m  1992.) 

R.  L.  Polk  &  Co.  Oregon  and  Washington  Gazetteer 
and  Business  Directory,  1909-1910.  Seattle:  R.L. 
Polk,  1909.  (FHL  film  1000367.) 

GENEALOGY 


Most  archives,  historical  societies,  and  genealogical 
societies  have  special  collections  and  indexes  of 
genealogical  value.  These  must  usually  be  searched 
in  person. 

A  notable  genealogical  collection  is  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  (DAR)  Collection.  This 
collection  consists  of  transcripts  of  Bible,  cemetery, 
church,  marriage,  death,  obituary,  and  will  records. 

It  was  microfilmed  in  1971  at  the  DAR  Library  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  is  available  on  33  reels  at  the 
Family  History  Library  (beginning  on  FHL  film 
857012).  The  volumes  are  generally  arranged  by 
county,  and  many  have  individual  indexes. 


HISTORY 


The  following  important  events  in  the  history  of 
Oregon  affected  political  boundaries,  record  keeping, 
and  family  movements. 

1800s  At  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century,  Spain, 
Russia,  and  England  all  claimed  what  is  now 
Oregon. 

1811  John  Jacob  Astor  (an  American)  established  a 
trading  post  at  Astoria.  This  was  the  first 
white  settlement  in  Oregon. 

1819  Spain  withdrew  her  claims. 

1824-  Russia  withdrew  her  claims. 

1825 

1843  A  provisional  government  was  established  by 
the  first  American  settlers.  About  900  more 
Americans  arrived  the  same  year. 

1 846  The  present  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada  was  established. 

1848  The  Oregon  Territory  was  created  including 
what  is  now  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  and 
parts  of  Montana  and  Wyoming. 

1850  The  Oregon  Donation  Act  was  passed,  which 
guaranteed  settlers  land  ownership  if  they 
would  settle  on  and  cultivate  land  in  the 
territory. 

1 853  The  Washington  Territory  was  organized, 

reducing  the  size  of  the  Oregon  Territory  by 
about  half. 

1859  Oregon  became  the  33rd  state. 

1883  The  Northern  Pacific  Railway  reached 
Oregon. 

A  helpful  source  for  studying  the  history  of  Oregon 
is  Charles  Henry  Carey,  History  of  Oregon,  3  vols. 
(Chicago:  Pioneer  History  Pub.  Co.,  1922;  FHL 
book  979.5  H2cc;  fiche  6046590).  Volumes  2-3  are 
collected  biographies. 

LAND  AND  PROPERTY  RECORDS 

Territorial  and  Land  Office  Records 

Land  records  during  the  territorial  period,  1 845  to 
1849,  were  filed  with  the  territorial  recorder.  These 
papers  are  now  in  the  Oregon  State  Archives. 

The  thousands  of  settlers  who  arrived  in  the  Oregon 
Territory  between  December  1850  and  December 
1855  were  eligible  to  receive  donation  land  claims. 
The  applications  for  these  free  lands  may  provide 
birth,  marriage,  citizenship,  and  migration 
information. 
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Records  of  the  original  donation  land  claims  are  in 
the  National  Archives.  Microfilm  copies  of  the 
records  are  available  at  the  National 
Archives — Pacific  Alaska  Region  (Seattle)  and  at  the 
Family  History  Library;  Oregon  and  Washington 
Donation  Land  Files,  1851-1903  (FHL  films 
1028543  and  1490152-242).  Abstracts  with  indexes 
for  1852-1903  are  also  available  at  the  Family 
History  Library  (FHL  films  847554-59). 

Abstracts  of  the  donation  land  claims  are  in 
Genealogical  Material  in  Oregon  Donation  Land 
Claims,  5  vols.  (Portland:  Genealogical  Forum  of 
Portland,  1957-1975;  FHL  book  979.5  R2g;  vol.  4 
on  film  823831  item  7;  vols.  1-5  on  fiche  6051173). 
An  alphabetical  index  to  the  claims  is  available  at 
the  Oregon  State  Library.  A  published  index  to  the 
claims  is  Oregon  State  Archives,  comp.,  Index  to 
Oregon  Donation  Land  Claims  (Portland: 
Genealogical  Forum,  1953-57;  FHL  film  874373 
item  2;  fiche  6051271). 

Distribution  of  the  remaining  unoccupied  land  was 
administered  by  the  General  Land  Office  (FHLO) 
through  land  offices  in  Oregon.  Most  of  the  local 
FHLO  records  are  now  kept  in  the  National 
Archives — Pacific  Alaska  Region  (Seattle).  Patents 
and  copies  of  the  tract  books  and  township  plats  are 
at: 

Oregon  State  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management 
1515  S.W.  5th  Ave. 

Portland,  OR  97208-2965 
Telephone:  503-952-6287 
Fax:  503-952-6333 

Mailing  address : 

P.O.  Box  2965 
Portland,  OR  97208-2965 

The  original  tract  books,  plats,  and  land  entry  case 
files  are  at  the  National  Archives. 

County  Records 

After  land  was  transferred  to  private  ownership, 
subsequent  transactions  are  recorded  by  the  county 
auditor  in  the  form  of  deeds  and  mortgages.  These 
may  be  obtained  from  the  appropriate  recorder  or 
clerk  in  each  courthouse.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  not  acquired  land  records  from  the 
counties,  except  for  the  deed  indexes  of  Douglas 
County  for  1857  to  1974. 

MAPS 


A  statewide  collection  of  maps  is  Ralph  N.  Preston, 
Historical  Maps  of  Oregon:  Overland  Stage  Routes, 
Old  Military  Roads,  Indian  Battle  Grounds,  Old 


Forts,  and  Old  Gold  Mines  (Corvallis,  Ore.:  Western 
Guide  Publishers,  1972;  FHL  book  Q  979.5  E3h). 

A  useful  source  on  county  boundaries  is  Erma 
Skyles  Brown,  Oregon  County  Boundary  Change 
Maps,  1843-1916  (Lebanon,  Ore.:  End  of  Trail 
Researchers,  1970;  FHL  book  979.5  E7b;  film 
908033  item  2;  fiche  6051182). 

The  Family  History  Library  has  a  few  Oregon  maps. 
Large  collections  of  maps  are  available  at  the 
University  of  Oregon  in  Eugene  and  at  Oregon  State 
University  in  Corvallis. 

MILITARY  RECORDS 


The  U.S.  Military  Records  Research  Outline  (34118) 
provides  more  information  on  federal  military 
records  and  search  strategies. 

Many  military  records  are  found  at  the  Genealogical 
library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other  federal  and 
state  archives.  The  United  States  Research  Outline 
provides  more  information  on  the  federal  records. 

For  Oregon  the  following  sources  are  also  very 
helpful: 

Civil  War  (1861-1865) 

A  published  roster  that  provides  each  volunteer’s 
name,  rank,  dates  of  service,  place  of  enlistment, 
place  of  birth,  age,  occupation,  and  company  is  M.A. 
Pekar  and  Edna  Mingus,  comps.,  Soldiers  Who 
Served  in  the  Oregon  Volunteers,  Civil  War  Period, 
Infantry  and  Cavalry  (Portland:  Genealogical  Forum 
of  Portland  Oregon,  1961;  FHL  book  979.5  A1  No. 
16  also  979.5  M2p;  film  928088  item  8;  fiche 
6051234). 

A  published  list  of  deaths  reported  to  the  Oregon 
department  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is 
Jane  Myers,  Honor  Roll  of  Oregon  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  1881-1935  (Cottage  Grove,  Ore.: 
Cottage  Grove  Genealogical  Society,  1980;  FHL 
book  979.5  A1  No.  53). 

The  Family  History  Library  has  an  index  to  service 
records  of  Union  Army  soldiers  (FHL  film  821947) 
and  a  nationwide  index  to  pension  records.  The 
actual  service  and  pension  records  are  available  only 
at  the  National  Archives. 

Spanish-American  War  (1898) 

A  published  roster  of  soldiers  that  provides  name, 
age,  place  of  birth,  occupation,  physical  description, 
and  service  is  C.  U.  Gantenbein,  The  Official 
Records  of  the  Oregon  Volunteers  in  the  Spanish 
War  and  Philippine  Insurrection,  2nd  ed.  (Salem, 
Ore.:  J.R.  Whitney,  1903;  FHL  fiche  6051175). 
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The  Oregon  State  Archives  has  the  following: 

•  Early  service  records  from  the  Indian  Wars 

•  National  Guard  records  through  1920 

•  Records  of  the  Roseburg  State  Soldiers’  Home 

•  An  index  to  World  War  I  veterans 

•  World  War  I  files  from  the  State  Historian  of  the 
Defense  Council  (biographical  questionnaires) 

•  Records  of  the  state  bonuses  and  loan  applications 
of  World  War  I  veterans 

World  War  I  (1917-1918) 

World  War  I  draft  registration  cards  for  men  ages  1 8 
to  45  may  list  address,  birth  date,  birthplace,  race, 
nationality,  citizenship,  and  next  of  kin.  Not  all 
registrants  served  in  the  war.  For  registration  cards 
for  Oregon,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  Oregon, 
World  War  1  Selective  Service  System  Draft 
Registration  Cards,  1917-1918.  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publications,  Ml 509. 
Washington,  D.C.:  National  Archives,  1987- 
1988.  (On  FHL  films  beginning  with  1851979.) 

To  find  an  individual’s  draft  card,  it  helps  to  know 
his  name  and  residence  at  the  time  of  registration. 
The  cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  county, 
within  the  county  by  draft  board,  and  then 
alphabetically  by  surname  within  each  draft  board. 

Most  counties  had  only  one  board;  large  cities  had 
several.  A  map  showing  the  boundaries  of  individual 
draft  boards  is  available  for  most  large  cities. 

Finding  an  ancestor’s  street  address  in  a  city 
directory  will  help  you  in  using  the  draft  board  map. 
There  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  cities  that  are  on  the 
map.  For  a  copy  of  this  map,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  List  of 
World  War  One  Draft  Board  Maps.  Washington, 
D.C.:  National  Archives.  (FHL  film  1498803.) 

NATIVE  RACES 


The  Family  History  Library  has  histories  of  the 
various  tribes  that  have  lived  in  Oregon.  The  library 
also  has  microfilm  copies  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs’  records  of  births,  marriages,  deaths, 
censuses,  schools,  land  allotments,  and  heirships.  In 
general,  these  are  for  1877  to  1952  and  include 
records  of  the  Chemawa  Indian  School,  Grand 
Ronde-Siletz  and  Klamath  agencies,  and  the  Portland 
Area  Office.  The  original  documents  are  at  the 
National  Archives — Pacific  Alaska  Region  (Seattle). 

Of  special  value  are  the  Family  Index  Cards, 
1938-1950  from  the  Portland  Office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  (FHL  films  1028470  item  4,  to 


1028471)  and  Family  History  and  Medical  Data , 
1904-1937  from  the  Klamath  Agency  (FHL  films 
1028454  item  2,  to  1028455). 

A  useful  guide  is  Charles  E.  McChesney,  Rolls  of 
Certain  Indian  Tribes  in  Oregon  and  Washington 
(Fairfield,  Wash.:  Ye  Galleon  Press,  1969;  FPIL  book 
970.1  R659). 

Other  records  are  also  listed  in  the  Subject  Search  of 
the  Family  History  Library  Catalog  under  the  name 
of  the  tribe,  or  in  the  Locality  Search  of  the  catalog 
under  the  name  of  the  state  and  various  subjects, 
such  as  PROBATE  RECORDS  and  LAND  AND 
PROPERTY. 

NATURALIZATION  RECORDS 

In  the  territorial  era,  immigrants  could  apply  for 
citizenship  at  any  U.S.  district  court.  Naturalization 
records  filed  as  part  of  the  “donation  land”  laws  are 
at  the  National  Archives. 

After  statehood  in  1859,  the  circuit  court  had 
primary  jurisdiction  over  naturalization.  The  county 
clerk  served  as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  kept  the 
records.  You  can  obtain  copies  of  declarations  and 
petitions  from  the  clerk’s  office  in  each  county. 

Some  naturalization  records  may  also  be  found  in 
county  court  journals  or  U.S.  district  court  records. 
The  Family  History  Library  has  copies  of  some 
naturalization  records  for  Oregon. 

For  naturalization  records  after  September  1906, 
contact  the  National  Archives — Pacific  Northwest 
Region  (Seattle)  or  the  local  office  of  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service.  The  Seattle 
Branch  has  records  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  for 
1859  to  1970,  and  the  U.S.  Circuit  Court  for  1870  to 
1912.  The  Family  History  Library  has  U.S.  District 
Court  indexes  1863-1956  and  records  1859-1941 
(beginning  on  FHL  film  1492135  item  2),  and  U.S. 
Circuit  Court  indexes  1859-1956  (beginning  on  FHL 
film  1433979).  There  is  also  a  published  index 
covering  the  years  1906-1930,  W.  David  Samuelsen, 
Oregon  Naturalization  Records  Index  (FHL  book 
979.5  P4s). 

NEWSPAPERS 


The  Oregon  Historical  Society  Library,  the 
University  of  Oregon  Library,  and  the  Oregon  State 
Library  have  some  Oregon  newspaper  files.  The 
Oregon  Historical  Society  Library  has  an 
alphabetical  card  file  with  abstracts  of  birth, 
marriage,  and  deam  information  from  early  Oregon 
newspapers.  Some  pre-1880  Oregon  newspapers  are 
available  at  the  Bancroft  Library  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley. 
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The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of 
Oregon  newspapers.  The  library  has  copies  of 
published  obituaries,  such  as  those  from  the  Pacific 
Christian  Advocate  (1864-80  on  FHL  films 
369746-47;  1880-1890  on  film  365234). 

A  guide  to  Oregon  newspapers  is  Rory  Funke, 
Oregon  Newspapers  on  Microfilm  (Eugene,  Oregon: 
University  of  Oregon  Library,  1980;  FHL  book 
979.5  B3o). 

PERIODICALS 


The  major  genealogical  periodicals  and  magazines 

helpful  for  Oregon  research  are: 

Beaver  Briefs.  1969-.  Published  by  the  Willamette 
Valley  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  2083, 

Salem,  OR  97308.  (FHL  book  979.53  B2b.) 

The  Bulletin.  1951-.  Published  by  the  Genealogical 
Forum  of  Portland,  Oregon,  2130  S.W.  5th 
Ave. — Suite  220,  Portland,  OR  97201-4934.  (FHL 
book  979.549  D25gf;  vols.  10-31  on  film  1321467 
items  15-19.) 

Coos  Genealogical  Forum  Bulletin.  1966-.  Published 
by  The  Coos  Genealogical  Forum  Library,  P.O. 

Box  1067,  North  Bend,  OR  97459.  (FHL  book 
979.523  B2c;  vols.  1-17  beginning  on  film 
1321409.) 

Mt.  Hood  Trackers.  1959-1977.  Published  by  the  Mt. 
Hood  Genealogical  Forum,  P.O.  Box  703,  Oregon 
City,  OR  97045.  (FHL  book  979.541  B2t;  vols.  3- 
10  and  index  to  vols.  1-10  beginning  on  film 
1321465  item  7.) 

Oregon  Genealogical  Society  Quarterly.  1962-. 
Published  by  the  Oregon  Genealogical  Society, 

P.O.  Box  10306,  Eugene,  OR  97440-2306.  (FHL 
book  979.5  D25o.) 

Rogue  Digger.  1966-.  Published  by  the  Rogue 
Valley  Genealogical  Society,  133  S.  Central  Ave., 
Franklin  Bldg.,  Medford,  OR  97501-7221, 
Telephone:  503-770-5848.  (FHL  book  979.527 
B2r.) 

PROBATE  RECORDS 


In  the  territorial  era  a  probate  court  handled  probate 
matters.  A  few  of  the  early  probate  files  are  now  at 
the  Oregon  State  Archives.  Since  1859  the  probate 
judge  in  each  county  has  had  jurisdiction  over  wills 
and  the  disposition  of  estates.  Although  some  records 
are  in  the  circuit  court,  the  majority  are  kept  by  the 
clerk  of  each  county  court.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  many  of  these  records  on  microfilm. 


VITAL  RECORDS 


County  Records  of  Births  and  Deaths 

While  most  counties  began  keeping  birth  and  death 
records  in  1903,  some  areas  started  as  early  as  1854. 
For  example,  birth  records  for  Portland  begin  in 
1 864  and  death  records  begin  in  1 862,  but  they  are 
incomplete.  These  are  available  at  the  Oregon  State 
Archives. 

You  can  write  to  each  county  clerk  for  information. 
The  Family  History  Library  has  copies  of  some 
county  records,  for  example,  Douglas  County 
marriages,  1852  to  1912,  and  coroner  inquests,  1896 
to  1946. 

State  Records  of  Births  and  Deaths 

Statewide  registration  of  births  and  deaths  began  in 
1903.  The  Family  History  Library  has  the  index  to 
deaths  from  1903  to  1970  and  has  some  county  birth 
and  death  records  on  microfilm.  The  original  birth 
and  death  records  are  available  from  the  state.  To 
request  copies  for  1903  to  the  present,  write  to: 

Oregon  State  Health  Division 
Center  for  Health  Statistics 
P.O.  Box  14050 
Portland,  OR  97293-0050 
Telephone:  503-731-4095 
Fax:  503-731-4084 

The  current  fees  for  obtaining  copies  of  the  state’s 
records  are  listed  in  Where  to  Write  for  Vital 
Records:  Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  and  Divorces 
(Hyattsville,  Md.:  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  March  1993;  FHL  book  973 
V24wv).  Copies  of  this  booklet  are  at  the  Family 
History  Library  and  many  local  Family  History 
Centers.  You  can  also  write  to  the  Oregon  State 
Health  Division  (address  above)  for  current 
information. 

State  records  are  not  open  to  the  public.  Birth 
records  are  available  only  to  the  registrant’s 
immediate  family.  Death  records  are  available  to 
persons  with  a  “direct  and  tangible  interest.”  In  your 
request,  state  your  relationship  to  the  individual  you 
want  information  about  and  your  reason. 

The  Oregon  State  Archives  (see  address  under 
“Archives  and  Libraries”  section  of  this  outline)  has 
an  index  to  the  state’s  records  of  births  and  deaths 
from  1903  to  1984.  They  also  have  copies  of  Oregon 
death  records  1903-1946,  some  marriage  records 
1849-1935,  and  a  marriage  index  1906-1995  (some 
years  missing). 

Delayed  registration  of  births  began  in  the  late 
1930s.  To  obtain  these  records  write  to  the  Oregon 
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State  Health  Division.  The  Family  History  Library 
has  delayed  records  for  some  counties. 

Marriage  and  Divorce  Records 

Counties  began  to  record  marriages  soon  after  they 
were  organized.  Some  county  marriage  records  date 
from  1849.  Write  to  the  county  clerk  for  information 
on  early  records  they  may  have.  Beginning  in  1906 
each  county  sent  copies  of  the  records  to  the  Oregon 
State  Health  Division  (address  above).  For  records 
after  1906  you  can  write  to  the  county  clerk  or  to 
the  state.  Records  from  1849-1930  are  also  at  the 
Oregon  State  Archives  (see  address  under  “Archives 
and  Libraries”  section  of  this  outline). 

Before  1853,  divorces  were  granted  by  the  territorial 
legislature.  These  records  are  now  kept  at  the 
Oregon  State  Archives.  Divorces  that  occurred  after 
1853  were  recorded  in  the  circuit  court  of  each 
county.  Records  since  1925  may  also  be  obtained 
from  the  Oregon  State  Health  Division  (address 
above). 

Guide  to  Vital  Records 

More  information  about  the  history  and  availability 
of  vital  records  is  in  Guide  to  Public  Vital  Statistics 
Records  in  Oregon  (Portland,  Oreg.:  Historical 
Records  Survey,  1942;  FHL  book  979.5  V2h;  film 
1036701  item  4;  fiche  6051198). 

FOR  FURTHER  READING 


Eichholz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestry’s  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County,  and  Town  Sources.  Rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Contains 
bibliographies  and  background  information  on 
history  and  ethnic  groups.  Also  contains  maps  and 
tables  showing  when  each  county  was  created. 


COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 

The  Family  History  Library  welcomes  additions  and 
corrections  that  will  improve  future  editions  of  this 
outline.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 

Publications  Coordination 

Family  History  Library 

35  N.  West  Temple 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 

USA 

We  appreciate  the  archivists,  librarians,  and  others 
who  have  reviewed  this  outline  and  shared  helpful 
information. 

©  1988,  1997  by  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  All  rights 

reserved.  Printed  in  the  USA 

Second  edition  August  1997.  English  approval:  8/97 

No  part  of  this  document  may  be  reprinted,  posted  on-line,  or  reproduced  in  any 
form  for  any  purpose  without  the  prior  written  permission  of  the  publisher.  Send  all 
requests  for  such  permission  to: 

Copyrights  and  Permissions  Coordinator 

Family  History  Department 

50  E.  North  Temple  Street 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 

USA 

Fax:  801-240-2494 

Family  History  Library,  Family  History  Library  Catalog,  Family  History  Center, 
and  Family  History  Centers  are  trademarks  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.  FamilySearch  is  a  registered  trademark  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints. 
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